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the Angevin King that prior to the conquest of Constan-
tinople, the Latin armies should purge Naples of the Ara-
gonese peril.    The marriage took place on 18 January 1301,
and Catherine subsequently resigned her imperial claims to
her husband.    The new Emperor then marched in the
direction of Naples to fulfil his first promise, but his troops
became so depleted by sickness on the way that he had to
abandon his original plan and to approach Frederick of
Aragon for peace which was concluded by the treaty of
Caltabellota on 31  August  I3O2.1    This left Frederick
master of Naples with the condition that Charles de Valois
should have the right to embark his troops from  that
port if he chose to proceed to the East by sea.    Moreover,
Frederick promised to reinforce Charles's Eastern expedi-
tion with a fleet numbering from fifteen to twenty galleys
together with a detachment of two hundred men for a period
of four months at his own expense, in addition to ten more
galleys and four hundred horses if these were necessary, and
he also undertook not to negotiate any alliances with the
Greek Emperor.2    In his actual failure to carry out his first
enterprise, Charles de Valois thus seemingly won a new
supporter to his second.    An agreement of this kind, born
of fear and uncertainty on both sides and not based on
common interest or sympathy, was bound to collapse.    By
virtue of his origin, Frederick upheld the policy of his native
country in giving support to the 'Almugavares', better
known as the Catalan Grand Company of adventurers in
Greece under the command of Roger de Flor, who entered
the service of Andronikos II in 1302-3.3
On the other hand, Charles de Valois continued to pursue
his own project against the Empire. After his return to
France, he dispatched Thibaut de Cepoy to treat with the
Venetians and explore the route for the coming crusade.
C6poy concluded the desired treaty with the Doge Pietro
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